
WILL WE EVER CURE BREAST CANCER ?



WHAT EXPLAINS THIS REMARKABLE ACHIEVEMENT ?

}IMPROVEMENTS IN DETECTION

}IMPROVEMENTS IN PREVENTION

}SUCCESSFUL ADJUVANT THERAPY







IS BREAST CANCER ACTUALLY EVER CURABLE ?





William Stewart Halsted



Surgery does seem to matter



Trials of radiotherapy after mastectomy 

and axillary dissection 

Local recurrence by use of systemic therapy

Note: one trial did not supply local recurrence information, affecting 20 women in this pN category.



Axillary Lymph Node Metastases

}Haagensen, Columbia Presbyterian 1935-1972; Mastectomy 
only-no adjuvant systemic therapy

}Stage A 10 year Survival

}1-3+ nodes 70.5%

}4-7+ nodes 42.9%

}>7+ nodes 18.8%

}Stage B

}1-3+ nodes 44.4%

}4-7+ nodes 35.7%

}>7+ nodes 15.6%

Haagensen, Diseases of the Breast 3rd Ed. 1986



What do we make of lymph node metastases ?

}Why does 1 or 2 or 3 or 4 lymph nodes involved with 

breast cancer have such profound predictive value ?

}Why are microscopic lymph node metastases so relatively 

unimportant ?



WHY DO SCATTERED BREAST CANCER CELLS IN A 

LYMPH NODE HAVE A DIFFERENT PROGNOSIS FROM 

A SMALL 2MM TUMOR MASS ?

} AND WHY ARE PATIENTS WITH AXILLARY LYMPH NODES 

COMMONLY CURABLE [ EVEN WITHOUT ADJUVANT THERAPY IN 

SOME CASES ] WHILE PATIENTS WITH SUPRCLAVICULAR NODES 

ALMOST NEVER ARE.








